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MAY  21, 2009 
 

 

TO: BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

FROM:  ANDRE COLAIACE, DIRECTOR OF GOVERNMENTAL SERVICES    
 

RE: RECAP OF RECENT LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES  
 

 

State Legislative Activities: The state budget situation continues to deteriorate.  A recent e-mail 

from the California Transit Association outlined how dire the stateôs budget situation could 

become.  According to CTA, key budget staff are expecting that, out of the projected $92 billion 

2009-10 State Budget, the state will be between $18 billion to $20 billion in the red.  Of the $92 

billion, 40% or $37 billion goes to K ï 14 education.  In addition, about $13 billion goes to 

higher education.  Because the state accepted federal stimulus dollars for education, the 

legislature will not be able make major cuts within the education budgets.  As a result, $14 

billion to $16 billion in cuts to the $42 billion of non-education spending will have to be made.  

How this plays out is anybodyôs guess but it doesnôt look good for transit or for the State of 

California.  
 

In the midst of the budget mess, the CTA will continue to investigate placing an initiative on the 

ballot at some point to create a new source of state transit funding that will be protected.  In 

addition to forwarding Access Servicesô support for this initiative to the CTA, we will be 

discussing these and other issues at a Legislative Committee meeting in Sacramento on June 2
nd

.  
 

Federal Legislative Activities: As Transportation Reauthorization gathers steam, we are 

continuing to work with our federal advocate, Len Simon, to submit project proposals to 

Congress.  The first would fully fund our integration into the regional Transit Access Pass (TAP) 

program while the second would launch Access Services into the world of alternative fuels by 

proposing the industryôs first mass deployment of CNG-fueled paratransit vehicles.  Please see 

the attached flyer about our projects from METRO Design. 
 

Given that Congress and the Presidency are controlled by one party, it wouldnôt surprise me to 

see a timely passage of a new reauthorization proposal before the expiration of SAFETEA-LU 

on September 30
th
.   

 

Local Legislative Activities: Arun Prem and I attended a reception sponsored by the Womenôs 

Transportation Seminar (WTS) at the Biltmore hotel to welcome new METRO CEO Art Leahy 

back to Los Angeles.  In the ñtransit is a small worldò category, Art and I met when he took over 

METRO Transit in Minneapolis/St. Paul back in the mid 1990s.  I worked for the Transportation 

and Transit Committee in the Minnesota House of Representatives at the time. 

 

If you have any concerns or questions, please feel free to contact me at 213/270-6007. 
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